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Senate 
The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable KEN 
SALAZAR, a Senator from the State of 
Colorado. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray: 
Almighty and eternal God, thank 

You for this good land. We are grateful 
for her hills and valleys, her fertile 
soil, her trees, her plains, and moun-
tains. We thank You for the brilliant 
colors of the changing seasons. 

Lord, make us a great nation full of 
truth and righteousness. Lead our lead-
ers to honor Your Name by living with 
integrity and humility. Teach them to 
express in words and deeds the spirit of 
justice, discharging their duties that 
other nations may respect us. 

Give rest to the weary and new vigor 
to tired hands. Lift us when we fall, 
and set our feet again on the way ever-
lasting. 

Lord, we continue to pray for those 
facing the challenges of the California 
fires. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable KEN SALAZAR led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, October 24, 2007. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable KEN SALAZAR, a Sen-
ator from the State of Colorado, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SALAZAR thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are 

going to immediately return to execu-
tive session to continue the consider-
ation of Judge Southwick to be nomi-
nated to one of our circuit courts. The 
debate time until 11 o’clock is equally 
divided and controlled. The 20 minutes 
prior to the 11 a.m. vote on the motion 
to invoke cloture on the nomination 
will be for the two leaders who will be 
recognized to speak, with the majority 
leader controlling the final 10 minutes. 
That order is already in effect. The 
consent agreement says if cloture is in-
voked the Senate would go to con-
firmation following that cloture vote. 
Following disposition of the nomina-
tion, there will be 20 minutes of debate, 
equally divided, prior to the vote on 
the motion to invoke cloture. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2216, S. 2217 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are 
two bills at the desk due for a second 
reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bills by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2216) to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to extend the Indian em-
ployment credit and the depreciation rules 
for property used predominantly within an 
Indian reservation. 

A bill (S. 2217) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the taxable in-
come limit on percentage depletion for oil 
and natural gas produced from marginal 
properties. 

Mr. REID. I object to any further 
proceedings with respect to these bills 
en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bills will 
be placed on the calendar. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF LESLIE SOUTH-
WICK TO BE UNITED STATES 
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE FIFTH 
CIRCUIT 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now proceed to executive 
session to resume consideration of the 
following nomination which the clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Leslie Southwick, of Mis-
sissippi, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Fifth Circuit. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
time until 11 a.m. shall be equally di-
vided between the two leaders or their 
designee, with the time from 10:40 to 11 
a.m. divided and controlled between 
the two leaders and with the majority 
leader controlling the final 10 minutes. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania is 
recognized. 

Mr. SPECTER. How much time re-
mains on each side? 
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